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CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER

ing a legacy of lifelong learning

ECYC’s Mission

ECYC is committed to providing an individualized, developmentally appropriate
program of quality care and education for infants through and up to full day kindergarten
as well as summer camp for school age children.

To accomplish this, we strive to:

e Provide a discovery-based curriculum designed to promote the growth and
development of cognition, motor skills, and the social and emotional abilities of
all children through the child's natural desire to play.

e Evaluate the ongoing development of each child ensuring the best means of
meeting their needs and addressing any weaknesses in collaboration with each
child's family.

e Promote ongoing open communication among all staff and families to ensure a
partnership between the parents/guardians and the child care staff in planning for
the care and development of the children.

e Create an atmosphere that promotes a sense of care, concern and acceptance
towards all cultures and religions represented by its families and staff throughout
all aspects of the program.

e Provide ongoing training for all staff encouraging professionalism, growth and
diversity as a critical component in a well-designed learning environment for all
children.

e Promote best practice in the field of Early Childhood by encouraging both staff
and families to participate in various community programs and activities that
support all children.

e Provide opportunities for families and staff to become involved in ECYC
committees and programs as a means of encouraging many points of view and
ideas in support of the growth and development of the Center.

e Sustain the operation of ECYC through appropriate fiscal management and
ongoing collaboration with our sponsoring company, Merck.
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ECYC’s Philosophy

We believe that all children:

Grow and develop in their own individual ways.

In the first five years of life, children are growing and changing at a very rapid rate. They are growing physically, emotionally,
socially, cognitively, and creatively. No two children develop in exactly the same manner or sequence, or at the same rate. Every
child's development proceeds in an individual fashion. To provide challenging and supportive experiences for each child, the staff
must be familiar with all aspects of each child's specific developmental pattern.

Are to be accepted and valued for themselves.

As children develop in their unique fashions, they each gain a sense of themselves. A positive self-image is essential if children are to
feel confident, allowing them to reach out to the world and to others. To develop a positive self-image, children must feel that the
important people in their lives (family, teachers, and peers) accept them and value their feelings and perceptions. Therefore, it is
important to create an atmosphere where each individual is considered important and where individual differences are viewed as
unique contributions to the richness of life.

Need to develop trusting and loving relationships with the people around them.

As children grow from infancy to early childhood, they depend on adults to meet their needs. The need for loving attention is one of
the strongest needs of young children. In order to meet this need, it is necessary to have a high ratio of teachers and caregivers to
children. It is also necessary for these teachers and caregivers to be sensitive, caring, and consistent in how they react to each child's
behavior. Thus, children can develop the ability to give and receive affection and understanding as they learn to trust themselves and
others. The caring relationships that develop between teachers and children do not hamper the strong, primary bond between parents
and children, but rather, reinforce each child's developing capacity to trust and be involved with others.

Can learn to understand and express their feelings in an appropriate manner.

Children have many powerful emotions that they do not understand and cannot always control. Sensitive, responsive adults can help
children to recognize, label, express, and deal with these emotions in appropriate ways. In order to feel secure, children must know
that their fear will be understood and acknowledged, their joy will be shared, their sadness will be respected, and their anger will be
accepted while their violence is gently but firmly restrained.

Should develop a sense of independence and personal responsibility.

When children feel comfortable with themselves, their caregivers, and their surroundings, they are able to act independently,
following their own interests. Provided with a secure environment and reasonable limits, children learn that their actions and
behaviors have consequences for themselves and for those around them. Thus, a sense of personal responsibility begins to develop.

Should have ample opportunities to explore and manipulate their environment while developing language skills to express
their thoughts in order to learn about the world and how to solve problems.

Children learn as they play. They use all of their senses to discover the world around them and their developing language to express
their needs, joys and creative ideas. As they play, they discover and constantly revise their understanding of the world. A variety of
experiences must be made available so they can choose activities that are interesting, challenging, safe, and satisfying. Teachers and
caregivers must know each child well so that they can offer appropriate materials and challenges, support and expand on their
questions and comments, and encourage them to try new tasks in order to help each child in his/her unique discovery and learning
process. Given the freedom to interact, children also learn much from each other. Learning should be a joyful and exciting part of
growing up.
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